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Re;aort That Cabmet %mster WaJ
an Agent for the 1.3, Sets Oﬁ
= a Campargn Conimversy E

o mmmn.x.wmm
UL kel T Nw Y ack Them 0
NEWDELHL, Nov, 192 passags lna
recsatly pxblixbed Armerican book o
poriing that the United States Cartral ine-
-tellifence Agency had an Indian Cabinet
minister a3 an agem eig;htm 220 has
provored campaizn charges and inmesn.
Coes) ralls?oraninqmryam a:lea.-sube
a;peamweoﬂuﬁm
Allegatiens of Lmoimnmt by Un]taa
Smtummmmrﬂmmm-
diarg pelitical Lite are part of the cam-
palzn ritual fere and cries of *
racoayl” apd “forsign intersss)™ often
it 2202 mopact 53 tepeated crics|
o e
This tine, howevsr, thers Is an added
dramatic dimemim Sines {fire of the 14
peonle who were in the 1373 Cabiost m
. actirely irvoived In the ign,
“rerme of them as bittar rvals, Prime |
Biinistar Charan Singh sa)d 1nxt wesk he
~vray orderiog an investization of the ine
-formation Brought tolight on two pages of
the book, YThe Man-Who XKept the Se.’
cretsr Richard Helms and the CLAL by
Tom !Pmrz. p.xblwhzd by Alh'cd A

Yhen the Prime’ 'Minlste!' m mked
whather he was now able to 1dentity the
C.LA. npy descrited by Mr. Powers, he
rv'ptied, ““That gectleman Is not in my

Cabinet.” Three members of the present)
Catinet wers alsoin the Govsrment
baaded eight yours aga by Indira Gendhi;

THE NEW YORK TIMES
20 November 1979

% Lot R utaeed vy ey, Gt

It was Mrs. Garxdhl who brought the
prapage to public attention hers In ber
cazapaign to replace Mr, Singh a3 Prime
Midlster, Mr. Singh, who was not in her
Cabinet, bas plcked up the theme and
fpcey chalcaged . Gandi 1o pae

ook OO

Meanwhile, the Prlme Minister's clos-
et polltical ally, Raj Marain, told repeat.

ers in Lucknow, *Jagjlran Ram may be

.that Cabinet minlster." Mr, Ram, who is

row the leader of the Janata Partyandl
was Defense Minister in 1371, 13 the thinS'

-challenger for the ol Prime Minister)
in the electicns to t& held in Japoary. So
farhehasmtrwpmdedtotbecba:ge

‘The 2ecticn o dir. Powers’a boox that

"has arcused such intarest here is a virtual
.aside intanded to illuatrate bow hard it

was for the American intzlllgaca agency
to protect the identity of 1ts aources b

‘cause of White Houae leaks,

- He noted that in a report to Pr&ident
Richard M. Nixen in August 1371 thers’
was a rafarence to an azent in the Indian
Cabinet. In the report, this persen was.
cited ;3 explaining that the Soviat Unioa
had
India in the hcoe of deterrinz Indian
recognition ol Bangladzsh, which was
then lighting for xndepmdmcefro:nwgt
Pakistan, - -

Mr. Pmrs said that the au‘osiance of
this report had been pudlished by The
New York Times and that Mr. Helms, !
then the C.LA, director, protested that a
leaX from the White House had placed the
agent’s lile In jecpacdy. Mr. Powers
added that the “'agent continued to report
froem Inside the Indian Cabinet, appar-

"-ently unaware that ha might have been
.camprcmised." .

However, lour mmths Iater, in Docem-
ber, the stery had a differeot ending, Mr.
Powers wrote that Hemry A, Kissinger
asked for an assessment of whether India
would intervene in the Rangladesh war:
with an attack on West Pakistan, A day|

later, according. to: Mr. ‘Powsrs, Mthe! '

C.LA. case offlcer handling the. indjan
pulitician-in Gamdhi’s Cabinet in New
Delhi wag told that a decision had just
beenreachedtoattack inthe west,” = <

~-The raw from the fleld was
muted to the White House-whers, Mr,
Powers wrote; it was widely read and
where, he sald, it was lraked with other;
documents to Jack Andsrson, the colums

nist. Informaticn that found {ts way into| .

Mr.-Anderson’s column: apparently did
compromise the Indian source . Mz,
Fowers citas an intalligente agency offi-|
clal assaying: “Hetold us togotohell,” .

. she felt it might rellect even more de-

a traaty of friendship with]

e 2 St

T Book Mot Avalladlaindndla

Mr. Powers’s book 1s not avalladle {n
India. The pastages ccaceming the spy in
tha Cabinet were brought to public atten
txcnmﬂms)gﬁ Gaéz&hl c;gri?%ha
campal Y, told o the
reoogta igr?stitx?mx sald she had been
‘mailed cooles of the key =ection and
‘added that the account confirmed what
-she had cnce been told by Mr. Kisasinger,
© Since the disclosure of a spy lo her
Cabinet might in the context of & political
-campalzgn reflect badly on ber leader-
“ship, diplomsts and others hers wone) .
“dered why Mry, Gandhi, who has a repus |-
“tation for shrewdness, Taised the {asve.
One answer that was su;ggezted wai that

verely on cartain former allies who are
‘hercurrent adversaries,
© Forexample, it was noied that tbe 1971
Cabinet included ¥, B. Chavan, who {3
-now Mr, Singh’s Deputy Prime Minister,
©Chidambaram =~ Subramapiam, = Mr.
* Singh's Minister of Dalense, and Dr.
"Karan Singh, the present Minister of -
" Education. The threa were then clom as.
“sectates of Mrs, Gandhd bat are now at
~odds with her and she i3 known to regand

them as apostates guilty ol betrayal, ’
Y And then, as cne cynic potad, “Mrs,
:Gandhi, tco, was a member of he: m

Cabinet.!” -~

Asked ’or a mponse to the informauan
in the book, a apokesman for the Unitad
“States Embassy here-xald: “We never
-comment onintelligence matters,” ..

In a more informal mocd, howsver, ha
volunteered that he was pot sure whethar
the account by Mr. Powers contained new
information or whether *'it was an echo
‘or recycling of some old Jack Anderson
co‘umn coming arcund coce mora.”

The injecticn ofthe C.1.A, {zsue intothe
campaign {s the newest variation on the
general theme ol foreign interferamca in
Indian affairs. Last spring it was intro.
duced by Mrs. Gandhi’a oppenents, who
‘cited a passagas in a beox by Danlal Pat.
rick Moyniban. The former Unitad States
. Ambassador to India, now a Naw York
"Senator, had written that & chack of am.
-bassy files hers showed that ths intalli.
gence agency had twice help=d HNnance
Congress Party campalgns, cnce reports) -
edly turning over mcoey to Mra, Gandhi. -
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